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BISHOP’S CORNER 

Let me, first, express my hope that you are well.  However, even in Hawaii, 

17 precious lives have been lost to COVID-19 and more individuals have yet 

to recover.  My condolences and well-wishes. Fortunately, in Hawaii we 

have been able to keep our numbers low.  I attribute it to the strong sense 

of togetherness, respect and mutual acknowledgement of each other that 

we have for one another in Hawaii.  Truly, let us not forget that we are all 

in this together.  

The most difficult period was when COVID-19 was spreading very quickly 

and the death toll kept rising, but we may be entering another very 

difficult phase of this Pandemic.  Great economic loss is being felt, people are experiencing 

“Quarantine Fatigue” and many who live alone are in social isolation and in some cases even 

getting the basics are challenging.  Let us help each other. Let us do our best to act in a way that 

will be beneficial for others too.  It is a difficult balancing act.  We can be torn by our individual 

wants and what might be best for society as a whole.  

In Buddhism, there is the saying “Human beings tend to move in the direction of their 

thoughts” (The Teaching of Buddha, BDK) and thus what we think is very important.  Especially in 

these challenging times, let us be especially cognizant of our thoughts.   

In the book, “Leaves of My Heart” published by American Buddhist Study Center, translated and 

edited by Wayne S. Yokoyama, Lady Takeko Kujo, daughter of the 21st Spiritual Leader of the 

Hongwanji, writes about a single stem rose on her desk. Looking at it blooming with all its might 

she says she is inspired by it.  She continues by saying that precious works of art of the past are 

not awe-inspiring because they were created a long time ago, but that contained in those works of 

art is “an eternal life.”  The artwork exudes something that the artists realized by looking deep 

within themselves.  She continues by saying that one seeks to nurture one’s course of life because 

of a “fulfillment of being constantly in the light of eternity.” 

In other essays, she says that it is only natural for people to admire good and despise bad, but 

unless we deeply reflect on the negative in our own selves we can never become free from it.  She 

encourages us to deeply reflect on our limitations.  By reflecting on my spiritually foolish self, 

then, I will be able to appreciate the Buddha’s Vow equally promising enlightenment to all. 



 

 

As I was reflecting on her thoughts and words, I, then, recalled a statement by Monshu Emeritus, 

His Eminence Koshin Ohtani, the 24th Spiritual Leader of Hongwanji, from his book “The Buddha’s 

Wish for the World.”  He said, “When this vast and great vow of Amida Tathagata touches our 

hearts, one does not think, “Well, as long as I am happy, that’s all that matters…”” 

Putting their thoughts together, “Our Pledge” composed by the His Eminence Monshu Kojun 

Ohtani, the 25th Spiritual Leader of Hongwanji, immediately came to my mind.  

Our Pledge 

 

Reaching out to others, 

I will share a smile and gentle words. 

Just like the Buddha, who always calls out with Aloha. 

 

Breaking away from my greed, anger and ignorance, 

I will try to live in peace and harmony. 

Just like the Buddha, who shares tranquility and kindness with all. 

 

Moving forward from self-centeredness, 

I will share a life of joy and sorrow with others. 

Just like the Buddha, whose caring heart always embraces us. 

 

Realizing that I live because of others, 

I will strive to live life to the fullest with an attitude of gratitude. 

Just like the Buddha, who promises to embrace us all. 

Illuminated, embraced and nurtured by the Light of Infinite Wisdom and Immeasurable 

Compassion (Amida Buddha), in grateful response to that Wisdom and Compassion which totally 

understands my plight and predicament, let us take Gomonshu’s words to heart. May it guide us 

every day, but especially in today’s difficult time as we continue to deal with the challenge of 

COVID-19. Again, we are all in this together. Let us humbly support others and be appreciative of 

the support we receive from others. Thank you. Namo Amida Butsu/Entrusting in All-Inclusive 

Wisdom & All-Embracing Compassion.  

Namo Amida Butsu 

 

In gassho, 

Eric Matsumoto, Bishop 



 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Aloha!  I hope that you are well, physically and spiritually in this “Act 

with Care” period of the COVID-19 pandemic.  It appears that our 

islands have escaped the worst of the pandemic when compared to 

other areas of the country such as New York.  However, the nightly 

news reminds us that the virus is still causing significant illness and 

death in our state.  In addition, for many thousands of people there is 

an emotional toll as well because of employment and income 

insecurity.  

The world changed drastically just as I was elected to be President of 

the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii on February 7, 2020 (unrelated).  As we gathered for our 

Legislative Assembly in early February, we were just starting to have concern about the disease 

COVID-19 caused by the coronavirus that started in China in late 2019.  Since that time about 

3.5 months ago, the COVID-19 pandemic has dominated our thoughts and actions.  Temples were 

closed in mid-March.  Per directive by our State and County leaders, temples will remain closed 

until at least June 30th.  It is still not clear when we will be able to fully open our temples and 

we may not be able to have large gatherings until 2021. 

Challenges that we face because of the COVID-19 pandemic include financial strain because of 

loss of donations and inability to have fund-raisers.  Ministers and temple members cannot 

connect in-person. Social and emotional isolation is a problem for some elderly members.  Many 

(possibly all) Bon Dances in 2020 are cancelled or will be cancelled. 

Fortunately, Hawaii Kyodan ministers, temple leaders and Sangha members have responded in a 

very positive way.  For example, our HK ministers quickly adapted by holding live-streaming 

services on-line and the videos are available on the web such as via YouTube or Instagram.  The 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii website was updated frequently in response to requests for 

guidance from HQ by temple leaders. If you have not done so recently, please go to our website 

where you can view past HHMH Sunday services, COVID-19 memos, messages from our ministers 

and links to useful community resources.  The Buddhist Women’s Association responded by 

sewing over two thousand masks and donating them to various groups.  Temples and ministers 

have reached out to their Sanghas by telephone calls, letter writing, emails and in some cases, 

delivering food and supplies.  

As we gradually re-open our temples, we (HHMH) face a difficult road.  First, we need to adapt 

to a new way of interacting with each other and sharing the Dharma.  It appears that we will not 

be able to have large gatherings for many months.  We tried to encourage openness and warmth 

among our Sangha and sometimes that included handshakes and hugging.  Now we are instructed 

not to touch people.  However, we can still connect with our smiles, our kind words and our 

thoughts through letters, phone calls and the internet.  Second, we need to improve the way we 

share the Dharma in this era of social media.  Webinars, virtual meetings, Facebook and 



 

 

Instagram are just some of the ways that we can connect with people while being physically 

separated.  These new-fangled modes of communication won’t replace the old ways, but they are 

here to stay.  

 

Third, Hawaii Kyodan and individual temples are facing severe financial difficulty because of loss 

of income. As we try to reduce our expenses, we will have to find ways to increase income for 

individual temples and for Hawaii Kyodan in general.  We do not have all of the answers, but we, 

the leadership of the Hawaii Kyodan will do our best as we navigate our way through this 

pandemic.  We will be a stronger organization because we will adapt.  In turn, we ask for your 

patience and your support. 

 

In Gassho, 

Warren I. Tamamoto MD, President 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 

p.s.  Please join me in thanking Past President Pieper Toyama for 6 years of outstanding service 

to the Hawaii Kyodan and for sharing his knowledge and experiences with me during the 

transition. 

 

Dr. Warren Tamamoto was newly installed as the President of Honpa Hongwanji Mission on 

Hawaii on February 8, 2020.  He succeeded Mr. Pieper Toyama who served as the President for 

the past six years from February 2014 to February 2020. 

Dr. Tamamoto and his wife Mrs. Claire Tamamoto are members of Aiea Hongwanji Mission on 

Oahu and have been actively involved in numerous Hongwanji Organizations and Committees for 

many years.  Dr. Tamamoto currently serves as the President of Aiea Hongwanji Mission too. 

 

COVID-19 COMMUNICATIONS & RESOURCES ON HHMH WEBSITE 

The Office of the Bishop has issued a series of memos (1-6) to provide directives and 

recommendations regarding temple activities and procedures during the COVID-19 outbreak.  The 

latest memo was issued on May 21, 2020 as the State of Hawaii entered the “Act with Care” 

phase.  These memos are also available in the following page of our Hawaii Kyodan Website: 

https://hongwanjihawaii.com/blog/2020/03/13/covid19/ 

This page includes additional important resources which would be helpful to temples, affiliates, 

and individual members.  You can check it periodically to see if there are resources that can help 

you. 



 

 

HONOLULU MAGAZINE: NISEI STORY NATIONAL AWARD 

The entire nisei veterans’ feature compiled by HONOLULU Magazine won this year’s national 

City and Regional Magazine Association’s Award for Multiplatform Storytelling.  

This feature includes the articles about Reverend Yoshiaki Fujitani, the 11th Bishop of Hon-

pa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, Dr. Fujio Matsuda, a member of Moiliili Hongwanji Mission, and 

Mr. Ben Kaito, a member of Aiea Hongwanji Mission. 

It is available online:  

http://www.honolulumagazine.com/Honolulu-Magazine/December-2019/17-Nisei-Veterans-

Share-Stories-of-the-Lives-They-Built-in-Hawaii-After-World-War-II/ 

Editors of HONOLULU Magazine hope that “this award will bring more attention to the issue as 

more people learn and read about the nisei and their countless contributions during and after 

World War II.” 

 

SAVE THE DATES: SUMMER SESSION, JUNE 22-26, 2020 

“Interlinked: Understanding the Origins and Evolution of American Buddhism” 

The Buddhist Study Center will offer its 46th Annual Summer Study Session as a free online class 

series on June 22-26, 2020 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. (HST) featuring the noted scholar, Rev. 

Dr. Duncan Ryuken Williams, author of American Sutra, a ground-breaking book published in 

2019. 

The study class series will cover the Foundations of American Buddhism, Buddhism in Hawaii 

during World War II, Religious Freedom and Buddhism during World War II, American Buddhism 

and Ecology, and Buddhist Social Engagement in a series of five two-hour lecture over five 

nights. 

The study class series will be available online through a link available at the Buddhist Study Cen-

ter website, http://bschawaii.org.  Pre-registration is not required and the lectures are free and 

open to the public. Donations to the Buddhist Study Center are gratefully accepted in the spirit 

in which they are given. Detailed information and the full syllabus are available at http://

bschawaii.org.  For more information, please call the Buddhist Study Center at (808) 973-6555. 

 

REFLECTION BY RÜDIGER RÜCKMANN 

Have you had a meaningful experience despite the order to remain home?  Temple member and 

PBA Director of Advancement, Rudiger Ruckmann, reflects about his personal experience in the 

Midweek Chasing the Light section. 

http://midweek.com/pdf/MidWeek/2020/0513/index-h5.html?page=1#page=2 

(Rüdiger Rückmann) 

https://hawaiibetsuin.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c951d89093120add002f87c2&id=8b911a1a08&e=68b09c8c32


 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER... 

Aloha Everyone!  We hope you are all in good health and doing well as we continue to work to-

gether to contain the effects of Covid 19.  As things are slowly improving, it gives us a sense of 

returning to normalcy, however, we must be cautious and continue to cooperate by wearing a 

mask, 6 feet distancing and following sanitation practices. 

Although the Mayor has approved the opening of religious entities, Kapaa Hongwanji will be 

closed until we can assure the safety and well being of everyone.  Sanitization of the temple af-

ter each service and other safety guidelines must be in place.  The temple will be closed until 

further notice.  

Unfortunately, the pandemic has compounded our financial situation with no fundraisers and 

zero income.  Kapaa Hongwanji may or may not recover financially. It depends on all of us.  We 

will need to resume fundraising on a smaller scale.   

We humbly ask for your kokua to save the temple by making a COVID Donation.  We have re-

ceived some donations in support of the temple, and a few have donated their Stimulus checks 

which we greatly appreciate.  Your kindness and generosity throughout the year is gratefully ap-

preciated. 

The Buddhist Council has cancelled the Bon Dance Season for this year.  As a result, our Bon 

Dance which was scheduled for June 12-13 is also cancelled.  

Some have asked about Obon and Hatsubon Services.  We will inform you of these services when 

the planning is confirmed. 

I express my heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for your continued participation and support 

of the temple.  We can each make a difference to overcome the obstacles we face.  Thank you 

for being a bright and strong link in Amida Buddha’s Golden Chain of Love.      

In gassho,     

Namo Amida Butsu 

TRIBUTE TO “HEALTH CARE TREASURES” AND ESSENTIAL WORKERS 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii has developed a program to express gratitude to all 

essential workers and especially the front-line medical professionals serving the public during 

the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Each Wednesday at 12 noon, a “Mahalo” video will be premiered on the HHMH YouTube 

channel for viewing by our members, friends and community to remind us to stop for a 

moment and think of these self-less beings that courageously face higher risk of infection than 

those taking refuge at home.  The temple bell will be symbolically rung (until the lockdown 

rules are relaxed to allow us to really ring the temple bells again). 

Please visit HHMH’s YouTube Channel to watch the videos: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDuOZdicW9mWq-DNlf19Pyg 



 

 

Mahalo for Your Contributions and Support 
April 21-May20 

Bedside Service 
In memory of … 
   Hanae Mitsuma – Kuni & Donald Quon 
 
Membership 
Dimples Kano Gloria Shimizu  
Mie Shiraki  Roy Taogoshi 
Clyde & Kay Takekuma 
 
Donations 
Ethel Aiko Oda 
Dimples Kano  
Jim Jung 
Rev. Mieko Majima-printers 
Mie Shiraki 
Kathleen Yamamoto 
 
Fundraising Donations 
Carol Saiki  Sidney Yanagawa 
 
Volunteer Support 
Stanford Iwamoto 
Rev. Mieko Majima 
Milton Nakamura 
Gloria Shimizu 
Calvin Sakai 
Clyde Takekuma Sidney Yanagawa 

Memorial Service 

From Minister's Desk 

 

Gotane service and Eshinni-Kakushinni day 

service was observed in May. I am very 

sorry that I couldn’t invite you this year.  

The important part of Shinran Shonin’s 

biography was based on his wife, Eshinni's 

letters. The exciting moment for Jodo 

Shinshu during the last century was the 

discovery of the “Letters of Eshinni.” 

These are a collection of ten brief letters 

written in the 13th century by Eshinni, 

addressed to her daughter, Kakushinni. 

These letters revealed several key episodes 

in Shinran Shonin’s life.  

As the letters indicate, she was living apart 

from her husband in Echigo (current 

Niigata prefecture) since she inherited 

property and servants from her own family, 

and Kakushinni was living with her father, 

Shinran Shonin. You can see Eshinni was an 

independent woman. In four letters she 

touched briefly on hardships, especially 

famine, and epidemic, and she mentioned 

the name of the servants’ children who 

died from the fever disease. These letters 

did not show any doctrines but present a 

graphic picture of life in the thirteenth 

century and images of Eshinni’s hopes and 

disappointments, her religious aspiration 

and ordinary desires. 

Eshinni wrote to her daughter: 

I, myself, will be going to the Pure Land 

soon. There, everything can be seen 

without any darkness, so be sure to say 

nembutsu and come to the Pure Land to be 

with me.  

In many ways, Eshinni’s views are 

unsophisticated but we can clearly see 

there are practiced religion, not idealized 

religion in her letters. 

Namo Amida Butsu 

June 

Victor Holender 3rd 6/1/2018 

Aki Hishimitsu 50th 6/9/1971 

Alice Akiko Hatakeyama 3rd 6/13/2018 

Michael Kazuo Hatakeyama 3rd 6/25/2018 

Frank Sakuichi Sunada 27th 6/26/1994 

Tadao Sunada 13th 6/28/2008 

Masami Oda 1st 6/28/2019 

Matsuyo Kano 23rd 6/30/1998 

July 

Misao Nakamura 3rd 7/6/2018 

Sekiko Higashi Valpoon 7th 7/9/2014 

Taka Nishida 50th 7/17/1971 

Takashi Hashimura 3rd 7/21/2018 

Thomas Ishida 33rd 
7/25/1988 

Sakae Hatakeyama 23rd 7/26/1998 

Milton Atsushi Hiranaka 13th 7/27/2008 

Happy Sueno Haraguchi 1st 7/27/2019 

Asayo Wakumoto 50th 7/30/1971 

Toshiko  Iida 1st 7/30/2019 
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In Memoriam… 
 

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission extends 
its deepest sympathy to families who 
have lost their loved ones.  

During this difficult time, Rev. 
Majima has been holding the memorial 
services for your loved one since 
March. 

 

Namo Amida Butsu.  


